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Source: Shannon Free Airport Development Company Limited, The Shannon Estuary, A 
Development Outline Framework, April 1974, National Library of Ireland



Source: Shannon Free Airport Development Company Limited, The Shannon Estuary, A 
Development Outline Framework, April 1974, National Library of Ireland



Source: Shannon Free Airport Development Company Limited, The Shannon Estuary, A 
Development Outline Framework, April 1974, National Library of Ireland



Pictures (clockwise): Flying Boat Approaching Rineanna; Shannon Connections, Duty Free 
Airport Shop, Shannon Airport 1950s (Courtesy: SFADCo) 



Source: Republic of Ireland, National Archives, Dublin, Folder: TAOIS. S/16978 A/61; 161743





Shannon Airport and Shannon Free Zones approx. 1990 (Courtesy SFADCo)





Year 1975† 1978* 1984* 1986† 1997† 2002† 2006†

Number of countries 
with EPZs 

25 28 35 47 93 116 130

Number of EPZs 79 N/A N/A 176 845 3000 3500

Employment (millions) 0,725*
*

0,649
5

0,837
5

N/A 22.5 43 66

- of which China - - 0,015 N/A 18 30 40

- of which other 
countries with figures 
available 

0.8 0,649
5

0,822
5

1.9 4.5 13 26

•Table 1: The global spread of Export 
Processing Zones.

• Sources: † Boyenge, 'Ilo Database on 
Export Processing Zones (Revised)', 1.

•* Currie and Economist Intelligence Unit, 
Export Processing Zones in the 1980's.

•** Fröbel et al., The New International 
Division, 310.



Boeing 707-344, Guinness Peat Aviation, Parked 
at the British Airways engineering base at 
Heathrow, operating Ghana Airways services.13 
September 1977, Photographer: Steve 
Fitzgerald, Sourcehttp://cdn-
www.airliners.net/aviation-
photos/photos/3/8/0/1851083.jpg



Ennis Information Park and Shannon E-Towns, Courtesy SFADCo


